BEAN Fair Housing Partnership

V. Actions and Recommendations

The following impediments to fair housing choice and recommendations are presented
to assist the City of Allentown to affirmatively further fair housing choice in the area.
The previously identified impediments to fair housing choice were discussed in

Section [ll and progress was reported for each impediment.

The Bethlehem, Easton, Allentown, Northampton (“BEAN”) Fair

Housing

Partnership’s FY 2020 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice has identified
the following impediments, goals, and strategies to affirmatively further fair housing:

» Impediment 1: Need for Fair Housing Education and Outreach

There is a need to improve the knowledge an
rights and responsibilities of individuals, f
classes, landlords, real estate profession
Housing Act (FHA).

Goal: Improve the public’s knowledg
related laws, regulations, and requirem
in the community.

Strategies: In order
undertaken:

with Disabilities Act (ADA).

derstanding concerning the
members of the protected
ic officials under the Fair

areness of the Fair Housing Act,
to affirmatively further fair housing

eet goal, the following actions should be

eir rights under the Fair Housing Act (FHA)

altors, bankers, housing providers, and other real estate
their responsibilities under the Fair Housing Act (FHA)
ans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

- 1-C: Educate policy makers and municipal staff about the Fair Housing
Act (FHA) and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

- 1-D: Support Fair Housing organizations and legal advocacy groups to
assist persons who may be victims of housing discrimination.

- 1-E: |dentify the language and communication needs of LEP persons to
provide the specific language assistance that is required.
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¢ Impediment 2: Need for Affordable Housing

In the Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton, PA-NJ Metro Area, over one out of every
two (52.2%) renter households in the area is paying over 30% of their monthly
incomes on housing costs. Nearly, one out of every three (29.5%) owner
households with a mortgage is paying over 30% of their monthly income on
housing costs. The number of households that are housing cost burdened
significantly increases as household income decreases.

Goal: Increase the supply of decent, safe, and sanitary housing that is
affordable and accessible through the new construction and rehabilitation of
various types of housing, especially housing that is affordable to lower income
households.

Strategies: In order to meet this goal,
undertaken:

llowing actions should be

- 2-A: Support and encourage
providers to create, through
mixed-income housing.

velopersSand non-profit housing
tion or rehabilitation, affordable

~ 2-B: Support and encg
occupied and ow

habilitation of existing renter-
g units in the area for households

ducation, training programs, and closing
nt assistance to increase the number of owner-
its.

IBnant education and maintenance training programs to
4 support healthy rental housing units.

- 2-E: Create a landiord marketing program to encourage lower income
rental housing participation.

~ 2-F: Provide federal, state and local funding in response to HMDA data
discrimination patterns to support higher loan to value ratios for minority
homebuyers.

- 2-G: Participate in the regional housing database of decent, safe, and
sanitary housing that is affordable and accessible for households below
80% AMI.
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- 2-H: Create affirmative marketing procedures that include the
development of community networks to attract protected classes that
are least likely to apply for new affordable housing opportunities.

e Impediment 3: Need for Accessible Housing

There is a lack of accessible housing units in the area as the supply of
accessible housing has not kept pace with the demand of individuals desiring
to live independently.

Goal: Increase the supply of accessible housing through new construction
and rehabilitation of accessible housing for persons with disabilities.

Strategies: In order to meet this goal, th llowing actions should be

undertaken;

visitable housing by
evelopefs and non-profits to
ing that is accessible to persons

- 3-A: Promote the need for
supporting and encouragin
develop, construct, or rehabili
with disabilities.

- 3-B: Provide financial
renter-occupied
and persons v

accessibility improvements to
cupied housing units to enable seniors
to remain in their homes.

'@ ADA and Fair Housing requirements for
e ‘reasonable accommodations” to their rental
prog Q@ essible to tenants.

- 3-DI gaffirmative marketing procedures that include the
develommend#® community networks to attract persons with disabilities
that are [@8t likely to apply for new affordable housing opportunities.

=

e Impediment 4: Public Policy

The local Zoning Ordinances need additional definitions and provisions
concerning Fair Housing.

Goal: Revise local Zoning Ordinances to promote the development of
various types of affordable housing throughout the area.

Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following actions should be
undertaken:
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- 4-A: Revise local Zoning Ordinances to include additional definitions,
statements, and revisions.

- 4-B: Adopt a written Reasonable Accommodation Policy for housing
developers and the Planning/Zoning Commission to follow when
reasonable accommodation requests are made concerning zoning and
land use as it applies to protected classes under the Fair Housing Act.

- 4-C: Develop financial incentives to encourage developers and housing
providers to offer more affordable housing options in the area.

- 4-D: Encourage LMI, minority, and protected class resident participation
in the various local Boards and Commissions.

- 4-E: Specific to the County; the Cou
fair housing education, to local
Ordinances to encourage fair ho

il provide support, including

There is a need for a regional
housing in the area.

Goal: Form a regiPhz
further fair housing @ -

Strategies: 0 meet this goal, the following actions should be
undertakep

g@ional fair housing consortium to encourage fair housing
giout the area.

= 5-B: Through the regional fair housing consortium create regional fair
housing activities and projects.

- §-C: Create a database of decent, safe, and sanitary housing that is
affordable and accessible for households below 80% AMI.

- 5-D: Work collaboratively with affordable housing developers/providers
to ensure affirmative fair marketing plans and deconcentration policies
are created and implemented.

- 5-E: Support (financially and structurally) the local housing authority to
address, “Impediment 6: Housing Authority Fair Housing.”
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The following Impediment is specific to the local public housing authorities:

e Impediment 6: Housing Authority Fair Housing

There is a need to improve the knowledge and implementation of fair housing
rights and responsibilities as it pertains to housing authority activities.

Goal: Improve the housing authorities’ actions to affirmatively further fair
housing in the area.

Strategies: In order to meet this goal, the following actions should be
undertaken:

-~ 6-A: Provide annual fair housing trai
employees and staff.

to all housing authority

- 6-B: Provide annual fair housin raining to all landlords

participating in their voucher p,

- 6-C: Informational resources wil ade available to housing authority
residents  concernin ing, especially reasonable
accommodations.

d communication needs of LEP persons to
assistance that is required.

- 6-G: Partner with local jurisdictions to provide residential rehabilitation
funding for participation or interested voucher landlords.

- 6-H: Continue to encourage homeownership opportunities to housing
authority residents through their Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS)
programs.

- 6-I: Promote Section 3 Opportunities (jobs and training) to housing
authority residents.
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VI. Certifications

City of Allentown Signature Page:

| hereby certify that this FY 2020 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice is
in compliance with the intent and directives of the Community Development Block
Grant Program regulations.

Ray O'Connell, Mayor, City of Allentown, PA &
Date Q
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City of Bethlehem Signature Page:

I hereby certify that this FY 2020 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice is
in compliance with the intent and directives of the Community Development Block
Grant Program regulations.

Robert J. Donchez, Mayor, City of Bethlehem, PA

Date

Ny
Q?‘
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City of Easton Signature Page:
I hereby certify that this

FY 2020 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice is
in compliance with the intent and directives of the Community Development Block
Grant Program regulations.

S

al Panto, Jr., Mayor, City of Easton, PA

— A
<
?‘
&
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Northampton County Signature Page:

FY 2020 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice s
in compliance with the intent and directives of the Community Development Block
Grant Program regulations.

L

amont G. McClure, Jr., County Executive, Northampton County, PA

—— A
<
X~
S
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VIl. Maps

The following maps are attached:

Percent White Population by Block Group
Percent Minority Population by Block Group

Percent Population Age 65 and Over by Block Group
Housing Density by Block Group

Percent Owner Occupied Housing Units by Block Group
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Viil. Appendix

The following documents are attached:

U.S. Census Data
CHAS Data

HMDA Data

Citizen Participation

X~
X
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Comprehensive Housing Affordability Strategy ("CHAS") data
Created on: May 13, 2021

Summary Level: MCD

Data for: Allentown city, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania

Year Selected: 2011-2015 ACS

Income Distribution Overview Owner Renter Total
Household Income less-than or= 30% HAMFI 1,520 7,950 9,470
h > 0, _ — 0,

Household Income >30% to less-than or= 50% 2,525 5,230 7.755

HAMFI

Household Income >50% to less-than or= 80%

HAME 4,235 3,940 8,175

o, _ - o,

Household Income >80% to less-than or=100% 2,375 1.960 4,335

HAMFI

Household Income >100% HAMFI 8,355 3,155 11,510

Total 19,005 22,240 41,245

Housing Problems Overview 1 Owner Renter Total

Household has at least 1 of 4 Housing 6,435 3,365 19,800

Problems

Household has none of 4 Housing Problems 1 0 5 20,875

Cost burden not available, no other problems 520 570

Total 00 22,240 41,245

Severe Housing Problems Overview 2 n Renter Total

Household has at least 1 of 4 Severe Haq 2,720 7,870 10,590

Problems

Household has none of 4 Severe Housire 16,235 13.845 30,080

Problems

Cost burden not available, n@&ther prob 50 520 570

Total 19,005 22,240 41,245

Housing Cost Burden Overview 3 Owner Renter Total

Cost Burden less-than or= 30% 12,790 8,810 21,600

Cost Burden >30% to less-than or= 50% 3,770 5,775 9,545

Cost Burden >50% 2,380 7,099 9,479

Cost Burden not available 65 555 620

Total 19,005 22,240 41,245

. Household
Income by Housing Problems (Owners and Household has| Cost Burden not
has at least 1 , Total
Renters) of 4 none of available,
Housing 4 Housing| no other housing

Problems Problems problem

Household Income less-than or= 30% HAMFI 7,860 1,040 570 9,470
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Household Income >30% to less-than or= 50%

HAMEI 6,195 1,565 7,755
0 _ _ o,
Household Income >50% to less-than or= 80% 3,615 4,560 8.175
HAMFI
h I > 0, _ — [+)
Household Income >80% to less-than or= 100% 975 3,360 4,335
HAMFI
Household Income >100% HAMF| 1,160 10,350
Total 19,800 20,875 570 41,245
Household
Burd
Income by Housing Problems (Renters only) has at least 1 Househowdingsfy GostiBlin gn not Total
none of available,
of 4
Housing 4 Housing | no other housing
Problems Problems problem
Household Income less-than or= 30% HAMFI 6,515 915 520 7,950
0, _ = 0,
Household Income >30% to less-than or= 50% 4,535 700 5,230
HAMFI
Household Income >50% to less-than or= 80%
HAMFI 1,655 2,285 3,940
Household Income >80% to less-than or= 100% 5 1960
HAMFI ’
Household Income >100% HAMFI 2,920 0.0 3,155
Total 3,36 8,355 520 22,240
0
CostB t
Income by Housing Problems (Owners on ha east 1 houssholdinasil Gos urdc.en e Total
none of available,
of 4
ousing 4 Housing| no other housing
Problems Problems problem
Household Income less-than 30% F 1,345 125 50 1,520
Household Income >30% to | than or=180%
HAME 1,660 865 2,525
Household Income >50% to less-tha®or= 80%
HAME 1,960 2,275 4,235
Household Income >80% to less-than or= 100%
HAME 550 1,825 2,375
Household Income >100% HAMFI 925 7,430 8,355
Total 6,435 12,520 50 19,005
Cost burden| Cost burden >
Income by Cost Burden (Owners and Renters) > 30% 50% Total
Household Income less-than or= 30% HAMFI 7,740 6,640 9,470
Household Income >30% to less-than or= 50%
HAME 6,155 2,175 7,755
0 = - 0,
Household Income >50% to less-than or= 80% 3435 490 8.175

HAMFI
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Household Income >80% to less-than or= 100%

HAMEI 780 125 4,335

Household Income >100% HAMFI 915 55 11,510

Total 19,025 9,479 41,245
Cost burden| Cost burden >

| B

ncome by Cost Burden (Renters only) > 30% 50% Total

Household Income less-than or= 30% HAMFI 6,420 5,600 7,950

> 0, _ = 0,

Household Income >30% to less-than or= 50% 4,495 1.375 5,230

HAMFI

Household Income >50% to less-than or= 80%

HAME 1,560 105 3,940

Household Income >80% to less-than or= 100%

HAME| 269 4 1,960

Household Income >100% HAMFI 130 15 3,155

Total 12,874 7,099 22,240
Cost burden| C urden >

| b t B I tal

ncome by Cost Burden (Owners only) > 30% 50% Tota

Household Income less-than or= 30% HAMFI 1, 40 1,520

Household Income >30% to less-than or= 50%

HAMF 60 800 2,525

Household Income >50% to less-than or= 80%

HAME 880 385 4,235

Household Income >80% to less-than or= 100%

HAME 510 120 2,375

Household Income >100% HAMFI 780 35 8,355

Total 6,150 2,380 19,005

1. The four housing problems ar&incom
person per room, and cost burden

than 1 person per room, and cost burden greater than 50%.

3. Cost burden is the ratio of housing costs to household income. For renters, housing cost is gross rent

te kitchen facilities, incomplete plumbing facilities, more than 1
than 30%.
2. The four severe housing problems are: incomplete kitchen facilities, incomplete plumbing facilities, more

(contract rent plus utilities). For owners, housing cost is "select monthly owner costs", which includes
mortgage payment, utilities, association fees, insurance, and real estate taxes.
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